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Dear Friends of Tenwek,
FOT has been blessed with hundreds of generous and faithful donors, 
prayer partners, and volunteers through the years, who have made 
immeasurable contributions with their time and talent. There was 
incredible progress in 2021, thanks to your generosity and compassion. 
The Sue Steury building restoration is fully funded and nearing 
completion, essential infrastructure improvements are underway, the 
all-new HMIS has been implemented and is now live, thousands of dollars’ 
worth of vital equipment has been purchased, and Tenwek continues 
to expand its training programs with increasing numbers of medical 
residents, nursing students, and chaplain trainees. Thank you for your 
continuing support of Tenwek Hospital through FOT. We are blessed to 
have faithful partners like you invest in the future of the hospital and its 
vital ministries, strengthening Tenwek’s ability to fulfill its motto— “We 
Treat, Jesus Heals” —in Bomet, greater Sub-saharan Africa, and far beyond.

J. David Hoover, M.D. 
President, Friends of Tenwek
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MENDED WITH HOPE
Just as Jesus fed thousands with a few simple items—five loaves of 
bread and two fish—at Threads of Hope, the students learn that God 
uses small, ordinary offerings to accomplish extraordinary things. 

Founded in 2017, Threads of Hope 
is a tailoring apprenticeship that 
teaches village women about 
sewing and business skills and 
how to walk in the Christian faith. 
Over eight months, they learn to 
sew school uniforms, sanitary pads 
for schoolgirls and prison inmates, 
and aprons and other gifts to sell 
to visitors. At graduation, each 
student receives a treadle sewing 
machine and returns to their 
village equipped to start their own 
business. 

Joyce Chepngeno, a Threads of 
Hope graduate, was disheartened 
by her lack of business success and, 

in frustration, stopped sewing altogether—until she was inspired by 
the story of Jesus “Feeding the 5,000” at a Threads of Hope reunion for 
past graduates. She returned home, found some fabric, and proceeded 
to make a child’s dress. A neighbor saw the dress hanging at a friend’s 
shop and bought it for 300 Kenyan shillings (about $3 USD). Joyce 
invested her earnings into more fabric to make boys’ school uniform 

“As our women find a sense of community, acceptance, and 
encouragement, we pray that their sense of dignity, self-
worth, and hope are restored.” 

—Suzie Vaughan, Threads of Hope Champion 

shorts. The director of a nearby school purchased the shorts and 
requested ten more uniforms for the school’s opening day in April. 

Jesus takes our frustration and downhearted moments and 
mends us with grace. With these seeds of success, and the 
possibility of becoming the school’s appointed tailor, Joyce 
found her own blessings multiplied and her sewing business 
reinvigorated.

If you are interested in partnering with this 
life-transforming ministry, scan this QR code for 

more information about Threads of Hope.

You can help Tenwek Hospital!

GIVE 
Your generosity is making a  

life-changing difference. 

SERVE  
Service at Tenwek has never been  

more meaningful or needed.

 PRAY  
Join our weekly prayer team!

Visit friendsoftenwek.org

TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE SCHOOL  
OF HEALTH SCIENCES EXPANSION UPDATE

On March 8th, after months of intensive planning, testing, 
system integration, and training, Tenwek Hospital went live with 
Hospedia, the new electronic medical record software that was 
funded thanks to many of you. Navision, software that is used for 
financial and human resources administration, went live on April 
1st, and now Tenwek has capabilities for electronic management 
of patient care and operational administrative efforts. Thank you 
for your prayers and financial support for this exciting project!

HMIS OFFICIALLY  
LAUNCHED AT TENWEK!

Construction continues for a new library, classrooms, 
and office space with an expected completion date of 
September. Thank you to each of you for praying and 
giving to make this expansion a reality.

Shem Tangus, Tenwek CEO, reflected on the history of the 
THCSHS expansion endeavor. “I look back and realize it has 
been a journey,” he said at the March 4th groundbreaking 
ceremony. “Several years ago, we began to plan for additional 
classrooms and a library as we worked on a strategic plan for the 
College of Health Sciences. We were unable to move forward for 
a variety of reasons, including COVID-19, and we thank God that 
today we are ready to break ground on this important building, 
and we pray that God will bless this project.”

Tenwek staff at a training to learn 
the new software.

Shem Tangus, Tenwek CEO, smiles for a 
photo with the Hospedia team.



We are excited to briefly introduce our  
2022 Sue Steury Campaign!

GOAL: $1.4 million
 FOT donors have already 

generously contributed $545,000 
toward this goal! 

This year, we dedicate our fundraising efforts 
to Sue Steury, who went home to be with 
the Lord on September 28, 2021. Mindful of 

Sue’s devotion to the ministry at Tenwek, our 2022 campaign goals 
are designed to significantly strengthen and continue the hospital’s 
legacy of a treating, teaching, and sending mission through six different 
infrastructure projects.
It is the support demonstrated by you - the ‘Friends of Tenwek’ - and 
the hope to honor Sue Steury’s life that give us great confidence to 
meet this ambitious goal.
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Sue Steury Building - $500,000  
($500,000 RAISED) 
This project rebuilds and expands the 
building that burned in February 2018. 
Two floors are added with new services 
being offered: Chemotherapy, Dialysis, 
Infectious Diseases/Telemetry Unit, 
Amenities Ward, and Multidisciplinary 
Ward. Kitchen, Laundry, Tailoring, Sterile 
Supply, and Wound Ward services are 
reconstructed within this building.

Accident and Emergency (A&E) - $400,000
Tenwek’s new A&E Center replaces the Casualty Ward with 
triple the space and double the patient beds, with three for 
trauma. By relocating to the front of the main hospital, delays 
in emergency and trauma care will be reduced. The new A&E 
Center includes on-site radiology, dedicated pediatric section, 
and a space for chaplains to counsel families. 

Information Technology (IT) Infrastructure 
Update - $170,000
This infrastructure update includes new fiber-optic cable and 
updated switches for unhindered connections needed for admin 
responsibilities, classroom lectures, virtual rounds, and staff 
consultations for treatments and surgical procedures internally 
and with physicians around the globe. 

School of Health Sciences Library and 
Classrooms - $109,000 ($45,000 RAISED)
This project will include a new 
library and additional classrooms 
and offices to support the rapidly 
growing nursing and clinical 
medicine training programs. 
Expansion of student enrollment 
and development in specialized 
training is needed to match the 
increased demand for highly 
skilled nurses.

School of Chaplaincy 
Architectural Plans - 
$100,000
Ten acres of land adjacent to 
the Tenwek Hospital grounds is 
purchased and ready to construct 
a college campus for the School 

of Chaplaincy and other Tenwek Hospital College schools. Funds are 
needed to finalize the architectural drawings and plans.

Master Site Planning - $60,000
A comprehensive planning for all Tenwek 
Hospital facilities is being coordinated by 
Engineering Ministries International and 
includes updated surveys, geotechnical 
evaluations, and consultations by Kenyan 
architects and engineers. This is needed 
before several significant projects can be 
pursued, including the Maternity Surgery 
Pediatrics Expansion (MSPE) Project.

HEALING FAITH
As the nine-year-old daughter of a single mother, Faith is the 
primary cook for her family. Her mom, Sharon, works long hours 
away from home picking tea, and despite her early age, Faith is 
responsible for tending the open fire that roasts the food for the 
family, including five siblings.

A few years ago, Faith was diagnosed with epilepsy. About once 
a month, she suffers an epileptic seizure, which causes her to 
temporarily lose consciousness and control of her body. While 
cooking for her family in December 2021, Faith had a seizure and 
fell into the fire. Fortunately, her four-year-old brother dragged 
her from the open flames. 

The severely burned girl was driven on the family’s motorcycle 
to a busy intersection where they flagged down transportation 
to a local government hospital, but Faith’s trauma—she suffered 
burns to 75 percent of her body—were outside the scope of their 
care, so they referred Faith to Tenwek Hospital for treatment. 
At Tenwek, Faith had multiple surgeries to graft untouched 
skin from her legs to cover her burns. During Faith’s months 
of rehabilitation in the pediatric ward, the chaplains, nurses, 
doctors, and physical therapists encouraged her in her spiritual, 
emotional, and physical care.

With the grace of God and the tireless work of Tenwek 
professionals, Faith was discharged nearly four months after 
she was admitted. She faces additional surgeries, more physical 
therapy, and may never fully regain functionality of her dominant 
hand—but she is a living testimony to God’s providence. 

CONSTRUCTION ON THE NEW A&E FACILITY SET TO BEGIN THIS MONTH
To put it lightly, the emergency department at Tenwek Hospital is 
busy. Each day, Casualty sees 30-40 patients, typically ten of which 
have suffered serious motor vehicle accidents. Each week, the 
department intubates ten patients on average, and 7-10 patients 
code with cardiovascular events.

Dr. Michael Weigner, an ER physician who has visited Tenwek five 
times since 2018, has seen the tremendous demand placed on 
the department. He appreciates the vast array of emergencies 
that Tenwek can handle — cases that rarely, if ever, appear in the 
United States.

“You always see things that you never see in America,” Dr. Weigner 
said. “I can’t even tell you the last time I saw tuberculosis in the 
states. You see these young people, 20–30-year-olds, with wrecked 
cardiac valves. We see malaria pretty frequently. You see things 
you’ve only ever read about.”

Tenwek’s wide capacity to treat numerous, complex and rare 
health problems is especially impressive considering the 
limitations placed on the ER.

“The space is so constrained right now,” Dr. Weigner said. “There is 
no privacy. People are literally right next to each other.”

Thankfully, that issue is soon to be transformed with a new, 
state-of-the-art building, construction of which is planned to 
start this month. The new Accident and Emergency Center will 
cost between $1.4 million and $1.8 million USD and will roughly 
double the number of current beds from the ten it offers now.

The expansion will greatly enhance Tenwek’s ability to care for the 
sickest of its patients – patients like Faith – but the most important 
component of the emergency department, one based on sharing 
Christ’s love, remains unchanged.

“You could have the Tenwek ER in the courtyard or the lawn, and 
it’d still be an excellent ER,” Dr. Weigner said. “That’s because of the 
personnel.”

With your support, the compassionate and gifted emergency team 
at Tenwek will be able to better serve their critically ill patients 
with more space, improved facilities, and enhanced technology in 
this new Accident & Emergency Center. Please join us in prayer for 
the exciting new project!

Richard Glenn, FOT Ambassador, visits Faith at 
her home with Tenwek social workers.

Your continuing support for Tenwek Hospital – 
through your prayers, gifts, and service – make a 

difference for Faith and thousands of other patients. 
Thank you!

Tenwek’s current Casualty Department is overcrowded. Architectural rendering of the future Accident & Emergency Center

Stay tuned for updates on these projects or please contact 
 janie@friendsoftenwek.org for more information.


