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When I was a young medical intern 
contemplating my future, I was told to “look 

for construction cranes.” It meant that a hospital 
was building and growing – and offered the 
promise of opportunity.  

Today, the sights and sounds of construction abound 
at Tenwek Hospital in Kenya, Africa. Founded as 
a rural medical dispensary in 1937, Tenwek has 
become a renowned Christian mission hospital 
known for its compassionate and excellent care. 

Dedicated to its motto – We Treat ~ Jesus Heals 
– Tenwek meets its patients’ medical and spiritual 
needs while also serving as an exceptional 
education and training center for physicians, nurses, 
and chaplains who serve at Tenwek and throughout 
Africa. God’s purposes are being fulfilled at Tenwek 
every day and its servant leaders share a faith-filled 
vision for an exciting future.

Since 2012, Friends of Tenwek has been developing 
key relationships and resources to support 
Tenwek Hospital. Through our Medical Specialty 
Champions’ recruiting efforts, scores of U.S.-based 
physicians, nurses, physical therapists, and other 
medical professionals have completed short-term 
medical mission trips to Tenwek. They provide 
direct patient care, teaching, and consulting which 
complements and strengthens the work of Tenwek’s 
full-time missionary and hospital staff. 

Our faithful donors have invested $2.7 million 
to help Tenwek fulfill its healing, teaching, and 
sending mission. Your gifts have expanded Tenwek’s 
outpatient services through the Bomet Annex; 
transformed the radiology department; fulfilled 
housing and dining facility needs for medical 
residents and nursing students; expanded services  
to renal and oncology patients; increased the 
hospital’s oxygen generating capacity; improved 
critical information management systems; and 
provided essential building and campus safety 
restorations following a devastating fire. We are 
deeply grateful for your many generous gifts.

Friends of Tenwek is so deeply 
invested in Tenwek’s mission 
because of its profound 
spiritual dimension.
As we reflect on the impact of our partnership  
with Tenwek, we know that the hospital’s broad  
and deep mission has never been more important. 
The African continent bears 25 percent of the 
global disease burden, but employs only three 
percent of the world’s health workers. Some 93 
percent of people living in sub-Saharan Africa do 
not have access to surgical and anesthesia care 
that is safe, timely, and affordable. The Kenyan 
doctor-to-patient ratio stands at one doctor for 
every 16,000 patients – a stark contrast to the World 
Health Organization’s recommended doctor-patient 
ratio of one to 300.

This Tenwek Tomorrow catalog offers you numerous 
ways to support Tenwek Hospital – through your 
prayers, service, and financial gifts – as it builds 
a future that will offer earthly healing and eternal 
hope for decades to come. We invite you to explore 
the many areas where your support will make a life-
changing difference for Tenwek’s patients and help 
equip the next generation of physicians, nurses,  
and chaplains for service throughout Africa. 

This is not only humanitarian work. Friends of 
Tenwek is so deeply invested in Tenwek’s mission 
because of its profound spiritual dimension. The 
love of God and the redeeming hope of life in 
Christ is continually extended to each patient and 
every family that seeks medical care from Tenwek 
Hospital. As a Friend of Tenwek, you are an essential 
part of an amazing move of God. 

With gratitude,

  

J. David Hoover, M.D. 
President, Friends of Tenwek

FRIENDS OF TENWEK
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“Tenwek Hospital’s success cannot be explained without its 
Christian foundation and commitment. I assure Friends 
of Tenwek from the bottom of my heart that you are 
involved in one of the most amazing moves of God.”

Rev. Dr. Robert Lang’at, Africa Gospel Church Bishop & Chair, Tenwek Hospital Board

• 361-bed Christian Mission Hospital
• Located in the rural highlands of Kenya, 

150 miles NW of Nairobi
• Offers primary healthcare access to an 

area population of over one million 
people in the greater South Rift region

• Offers many referral specialty services to 
patients across Kenya and sub-Saharan 
Africa

• Care team includes local doctors and 
consultants, long-term missionary 
doctors, visiting medical staff

• Serves over 220,000 outpatients (annual 
average) and over 15,000 inpatients 
(annual average)

FRIENDS OF TENWEK

• 34 Residents and Fellows enrolled in specialty 
training programs

• 170 students enrolled in College of Health 
Sciences (Nursing School) 

• 20 students to enroll in Chaplaincy School in 
2021; annual enrollment expected to reach  
200 in five years

• In 2020, Tenwek Community Health and 
Development programs reached 110,000 
residents in the surrounding Bomet area,  
and Narok, Nakuru, and Baringo Counties

• 207 medical professionals – many of them 
recruited by Friends of Tenwek – volunteered  
for short-term mission trips at Tenwek in 2019 – 
for a total of 2,881 days and an estimated value 
of over $2 million USD 

TENWEK HOSPITAL VITALS
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FOT’S PARTNERSHIP 
WITH TENWEK HOSPITAL

Friends of Tenwek is guided by a core belief that all decisions about the kind and amount of support provided 
to Tenwek Hospital must be made in collaboration with hospital leaders. Their priorities are our priorities. FOT 
identified six specific area of focus and has made significant investments in each of these priority areas since 2012.  

PAGES 5-10

Radiology – $293,000 to renovate the Radiology Department and provide CT-scan,  
ultrasound, and other equipment 
Fire Emergency Relief/Response – $247,000 to restore services and install campus fire 
suppression safety measures after the major fire in February 2018
Bomet Annex – $223,000 to purchase land, construct, and equip Tenwek’s freestanding 
outpatient clinic in Bomet 
Oxygen Generators – $180,000 to provide two new oxygen generators, doubling the prior 
oxygen capacity
Neurosurgery – $121,000 for equipment and supplies
HMIS – $110,000 – to implement the initial electronic records system hospital-wide in 2013
Renal & Oncology Unit – $81,000 to renovate and equip this new unit 
Cardiac and Gastroenterology C-Arms – $76,000
Cardiac Care – $53,000 for surgical equipment
Dental – $44,500 – equipment providing nitrous oxide to sedate children undergoing  
dental procedures 
Gastroenterology – $43,500 to provide endoscopy equipment
OB/GYN Fetal Medicine and Infant Incubators – $43,000 to provide fetal and  
neo-natal equipment

FOT donors have trusted us with 
gifts totaling nearly $2.7 million 
to meet these needs and more at 
Tenwek Hospital. We are deeply 
grateful for your overwhelming 
generosity and faithfulness. 

Thank You! 

In the following pages, you 
can learn more about the new 
projects that are emerging in 
these priority areas and are 
included in Tenwek’s 2019-2023 
Strategic Plan. We invite you 
to read about each one and 
prayerfully consider which needs 
resonate with your heart and 
align with your personal giving 
goals for God’s work. 

FOT’S PARTNERSHIP WITH TENWEK HOSPITAL FOT’S PARTNERSHIP WITH TENWEK HOSPITAL

PAGES 11-28 

Residency & Fellowship Programs

Surgical Residency Scholarships – $176,400 

Neurosurgery Scholarships – $30,400

PAGES 37-42 

Startup Funding – $49,000 for building 
plans, curriculum design, task force launch 
and renovation of temporary student housing 

PAGES 43-46 

Threads of Hope Vocational School – $4,800 to support operating costs and provide 
sewing machines for graduating women

COVID-19 Community Outreach –  
$4,500 to equip pastors for teaching COVID-19 safety measures and to sponsor liquid soap 
making workshops in local communities

PAGES 47-50

Faith Fund for Special Needs – $72,600 for all-terrain wheelchairs, other adaptive 
equipment, and home and clinic visits for patients in Tenwek’s Special Needs Clinic 

Mercy Fund for Orphans – $19,600 to provide medical care at Tenwek for orphans from 
area Children’s Homes

PAGES 29-36 

Nursing School Dining Hall &  
Multipurpose Building – $56,000
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HOSPITAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE
PRIORITY AREA

Friends of Tenwek has partnered with Tenwek  
Hospital to fund infrastructure improvements that  
have advanced patient care and enhanced the 
teaching and training environment for Tenwek’s 
medical staff and students. 

These projects have transformed Tenwek’s 
outpatient services and radiology department; 
fulfilled housing and dining facility needs for 
medical residents and nursing students; expanded 
services to renal and oncology patients; increased 
the hospital’s oxygen capacity; improved critical 
information management systems; and provided 
essential building restorations and campus safety 
improvements following a devastating fire. 

In addition, FOT has provided essential equipment 
for numerous medical specialty areas including 
gastroenterology, neurosurgery, OB/GYN fetal 
medicine, dental, and cardiac care.

A number of significant infrastructure projects at 
Tenwek Hospital are currently planned or underway. 
These initiatives – highlighted in the hospital’s 
current five-year strategic plan – will shape Tenwek’s 
future and enable it to fulfill its medical and spiritual 
mission with compassion and excellence. 

As we have through the years, Friends of Tenwek 
has partnered with hospital leaders to identify 
where your generous support will fill a pressing 
need and create the greatest impact.  We invite you 
to consider a gift in support of any of these projects 
and programs.

Infrastructure projects, by their nature,  
require significant financial resources.  
But every gift matters!

Your gift – of any size – is important,  
welcome, and will have impact!

TENWEK HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE – GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Project Total Cost 
(USD)

Funds 
Committed

Funds  
to Be Raised

Sue Steury Bldg. – Phase 1 $1.29 M $1 M $290,000
needed by March 2021  
to complete project

Sue Steury Bldg. – Phases 2 & 3 $1 M $1 M

Accident & Emergency Centre – Phase 1 $680,000 $500,000 $180,000

Accident & Emergency Centre – Phase 2 $250,000 $250,000

HMIS System $520,000 $520,000

The Billy Graham Memorial Cardiothoracic Centre $48 M $14.4 M $33.6 M

On the Horizon

Maternal & Pediatric Dept. Expansion TBD - Plans being developed

Inpatient Hospice Facility TBD - Plans being developed

Open this secure online form to make a gift in support of Infrastructure projects. 

HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE
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SUE STEURY  
BUILDING

This building was dedicated in 1997 to Sue Steury, 
who served at Tenwek for 38 years with her husband, 
Dr. Ernie Steury, Tenwek’s first physician. It was 
nearly destroyed in a fire in February 2018. At the 
time, it housed a number of critical services for the 
entire hospital including the kitchen, restaurant, 
sterilization, laundry, tailoring, and important offices 
such as statistics, social work, cancer registry, research 
coordination, and visiting staff. 

FOT provided over $247,000 to assist with immediate 
relief for critical operational needs and restoration 
efforts, including the installation of an on-site fire 
suppression system on the hospital campus. A portion 
of these funds also were applied to the reconstruction 
of the Sue Steury Building.  

With the building off-line, Tenwek’s leaders reimagined 
how a restored Sue Steury Building could best serve 
the hospital. New outpatient services in dialysis and 
oncology – which currently are being offered in a 
temporary location – will find a permanent home 
in the renovated facility. A new Wound Ward in 
the building will free up space to then expand the 
Orthopedics Department services. The addition of a 
private/semi-private ward will provide more isolation 
beds; a telemetry unit will benefit patients from 
multiple departments; and the expansion of laundry, 
sterile supply, kitchen, and tailoring facilities will 
enhance the hospital’s overall services.

Phase 1 construction, scheduled for completion by 
March 2021, includes external walls, staircases, ramps, 
and all internal finishes for the ground level and 
1st floor. Phases 2 and 3 will complete the internal 
finishes of the second and top floors and includes 
equipment expenses.

ACCIDENT & 
EMERGENCY CENTRE

Tenwek’s existing Casualty Ward does not adequately 
meet the critical need of dedicated beds for patients 
who present with traumatic injuries or sudden illness. 
The current ward occupies less than 300 square feet 
and houses just seven beds – none are equipped for 
trauma patients, who comprise nearly 50 percent of  
all patients seen.

In addition, the Casualty Ward receives patients  
who require high acuity care for all departments 
– which results in 100 percent bed occupancy and 
additional patients often waiting in chairs and other 
available spaces.  

The Tenwek Hospital Accident & Emergency Centre 
will significantly expand the current Casualty Ward to 
reflect Tenwek’s high standards of medical care and 
training. The facility will be relocated to the front of 
the main hospital building, making it more accessible 
to emergent care and reducing delays in care delivery. 

The renovation will triple the overall square footage; 
increase the number of beds, including three 
trauma beds; and create isolation rooms. Other 
improvements will include on-site radiology services, 
a dedicated pediatric section, a private counseling 
room where families can meet with chaplains, and 
new office and training rooms.  

HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE
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HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE

The Accident & Emergency Centre also will  
support Tenwek’s mission to train and equip the  
next generation of African health care providers.  
Two conference rooms below the main facility  
will serve as a dedicated training area and include 
simulation labs. Classes for Family Medicine and 
Surgical residents, interns, Clinical Officers and 
Medical Officers will be held in these new spaces. 
The project also will provide improvements and 
expansion of the Administrative services area in  
the floor above the Accident & Emergency Centre.

Construction of this project has been temporarily 
delayed; the proposed location currently is being 
used as the hospital’s dedicated COVID-19  
Holding Area and Care Unit. Phase 1 of the project 
will include renovations and construction of the 
center. Phase 2 will include the installation of  
beds and equipment, including monitors and 
diagnostic equipment. 
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HEALTH 
MANAGEMENT 
INFORMATION 
SYSTEM UPGRADE

In 2013, with support from FOT, Tenwek introduced its 
first Health Management Information System (HMIS). 
This massive project created integrated electronic 
patient records; streamlined patient accounting; 
improved payroll processing and personnel records; 
and enhanced the hospital’s ability to monitor, assess, 
and forecast its financial information. As a result, 
Tenwek’s patient care and administrative operations 
were significantly improved. 

The time and expense invested in building a network, 
installing workstations and training Tenwek staff to 
handle a computerized process laid the groundwork 
for future upgrades – and the future is now!

Tenwek is embarking on a new business model 
that will enable hospital administrators to conduct 
an accurate assessment of the profit and loss 
components of its medical services with analysis 
by cost-centers. Recognizing that “with no margin, 
there is no mission,” the new IT DOSE clinical system, 
in combination with the Kinetics financial package, 
will provide more efficient delivery of patient care 
as well as clarity on how to maximize the hospital’s 
opportunities for revenue in order to cover services 
for needy patients. 

Tenwek’s medical staff appreciates the opportunities 
provided by electronic patient medical records 
and administrators value the financial insights an 
integrated HMIS can provide. They are eager to 
implement an update that will further enhance care 
and improve processes. 

THE BILLY GRAHAM 
MEMORIAL 
CARDIOTHORACIC 
CENTRE

Tenwek Hospital is currently the major referral center 
for patients with esophageal cancer in the entire 
region and performs more endoscopic and surgical 
procedures for these patients than any other health 
center. The hospital also currently performs more 
open-heart surgical procedures than any other 
hospital in the region. 

The vision for the Billy Graham Memorial 
Cardiothoracic Centre is to create a distinctly Christian 
center of excellence dedicated to the care of patients 
with cardiothoracic diseases and to the training of 
Christian African health-care workers and chaplains 
who will carry on the work of caring for cardiac 
patients for generations to come. 

This new sub-campus of Tenwek Hospital, located 
on a three-acre plot just 500 yards from the main 
campus, will include a 100-bed facility with inpatient 
and outpatient care; a 32-bed ICU facility; six cardiac 
operating room suites; a catheterization lab; CT, MRI, 
and advanced cardiac imaging; housing for trainees, 
faculty members, patients’ families, and visitors; and 
chaplaincy services.

Construction of Cardiothoracic Centre trainee and 
faculty housing will be completed by the end of 2020 
and construction is underway for the water treatment 
and waste water management infrastructure which 
will serve the Cardiothoracic Centre, as well as the 
entire Tenwek Hospital campus. 

HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE
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• Pray for the health and safety of everyone 
involved in Tenwek’s building projects.

• Pray that the financial resources needed 
for each project will be received.

• Pray that all needed materials, supplies, 
and equipment will be available in a timely 
and cost-effective way so that all projects 
can be completed on-time and on-budget.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Pray for the Tenwek staff who will 

serve and the patients who will be 
served through each project. 

• Make a financial gift to support 
infrastructure project needs.

Tenwek Tomorrow | Page 10
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MEDICAL 
EDUCATION

MEDICAL EDUCATION

MEDICAL EDUCATION
Tenwek Hospital’s Residency and Fellowship Programs address the critical need to train, disciple, and equip the next 
generation of African physicians to be the hands and feet of Christ in rural, under resourced areas. Each program is 
comprised of a rigorous curriculum with both spiritual and medical components, and clinical rotations on inpatient 
and outpatient services. 

Upon graduation, residents are encouraged to see their profession as a ministry and to invest in others through 
patient care, leadership, and discipleship. Tenwek’s graduates are doing this, with many going on to teach new 
physicians and begin new residency programs where they serve. 

Tenwek Hospital’s five residency programs and two fellowship programs:

Residency Program Year  
Started

Length of 
Program

Number of 
Residents/Fellows

Current Number 
of Graduates

Family Medicine 2005 4 years 8 5

General Surgery 2007 5 years 12 16

Orthopedic Surgery 2014 5 years 6 4

Neurosurgery 2021 6 years 2 –

OB/GYN 2021 4 years 2 –

Fellowship Program

Cardiothoracic Surgery 2018 3 years 3 1

Surgical Endoscopy 2021 1.5 years 1 –

FAMILY MEDICINE GENERAL SURGERY ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

NEUROSURGERY  
(BEGINNING 2021)

SURGICAL ENDOSCOPY FELLOWSHIP  
(BEGINNING 2021)

OB/GYN  
(BEGINNING 2021)

CARDIOTHORACIC SURGERY FELLOWSHIP

Tenwek Tomorrow | Page 12
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• Pray that Tenwek can continue to 
recruit qualified, mission-minded 
physicians for the residency and 
fellowship programs.

• Pray that the material and spiritual 
needs of program participants  
will be met – allowing them to 
devote themselves to their studies 
and work.

• Pray that God will lead Tenwek 
graduates to apply their medical 
training and expertise to make a 
life-changing difference for people 
throughout Africa.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Pray that the Tenwek graduates will 

find fertile ground for the Gospel 
message of healing and hope in every 
area where they live and serve. 

• Make a financial gift to support  
the tuition and/or housing needs  
of residents and fellows.

• Serve at Tenwek through a short-term 
medical mission trip and share your 
expertise with the next generation  
of African physicians. Visit the  
Medical Specialties section of the  
FOT website for more information – 
friendsoftenwek.org

MEDICAL EDUCATION – GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Residency Program Length of 
Program

Average Annual Cost per 
Resident/Fellow*

Number of 
Residents/Fellows

Family Medicine 4 years $20,000 8

General Surgery 5 years $25,000 12

Orthopedic Surgery 5 years $25,000 6

Neurosurgery 6 years $25,000 2

OB/GYN 4 years $25,000 2

Fellowship Program

Cardiothoracic Surgery 3 years $25,000 3

Surgical Endoscopy 1.5 years $25,000 1

* Includes tuition, housing, and other related training costs 

Open this secure online form to make a gift that supports Medical Education programs. 

Educating African physicians who embrace a mission to serve 
Christ is an investment in the continent’s physical and spiritual 
health for generations to come. Your gift – of any size –  
is important, welcome, and will have impact!

MEDICAL EDUCATION MEDICAL EDUCATION
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“Family medicine addresses 
the whole person: the 
psycho, the physical, the 
spiritual, mental health, and 
family issues, all in context. 
People are drawn to family 
medicine because they want 
to be a whole doctor to  
the whole person.”

Dino Crognale, M.D., Program Director, 
Family Medicine Residency Program

FAMILY MEDICINE 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM

Family Medicine is a recognized clinical specialty 
within the East African countries of Kenya, Uganda 
and Ethiopia and is uniquely focused to provide 
leadership and consultation to the primary health 
care team. 

Tenwek’s Family Medicine Residency Program is 
one of just six in Kenya. It was developed to train 
missionally-oriented, well-rounded family medicine 
physicians for service in remote and under-resourced 
regions in Kenya and throughout sub-Saharan Africa. 

Eighty percent of the health problems people 
present with at Tenwek Hospital can be addressed by 
family medicine. The program focuses on leadership 
and mentorship, giving residents the ability to treat 
people clinically and the skillset to help manage 
health care teams in rural settings. Residents also 
develop the ability to connect the hospital with the 
community so patients are not seen in isolation, but 
as whole persons – in the context of their families, 
their communities, and their illness.

In addition to the medical and spiritual curriculum, 
the Family Medicine Residency includes Biblically-
based classes in ethics and cross-cultural awareness 
to enhance doctors’ missional capacity, with the 
goal to equip and send them as missionaries. The 
first class graduated in December 2019; four of the 
five graduates have been hired as faculty at mission 
hospitals throughout Kenya.
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MEDICAL EDUCATION
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Tenwek Hospital partners with the Pan-African 
Academy of Christian Surgeons (PAACS) 
to provide academic oversight and support 
for its surgical residency programs. A non-
denominational, multinational service organization 
that trains African physicians to become surgeons 
who will remain in Africa, PAACS disciples these 
residents to share the love and gospel of Jesus 
Christ with their patients. PAACS initially was a 
commission of the Christian Medical and Dental 
Associations (CMDA) and is now free-standing.

Tenwek hospital also is affiliated with the College  
of Surgeons of East, Central, and Southern  
Africa (COSECSA), a regional surgical credentialing 
body committed to the development of surgery in  
East Africa.

SURGICAL
RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Tenwek’s Surgical Residency Programs are similar 
to the American model of training: five years in 
duration and clinically heavy. Residents learn to 
operate on a wide variety of surgical conditions, 
preparing them to provide surgical care in under-
resourced settings throughout East Africa. As a 
Christian faith-based program, the training includes 
a spiritual and discipleship curriculum.

As of 2020, all of Tenwek’s surgical residency 
graduates have become board certified surgeons 
through COSECSA. Almost all are actively involved 
in surgical care in underserved areas and are 
investing in future physicians through teaching 
and discipling. A number of graduates are training 
the next generation of Kenyan surgeons at other 
mission hospitals, including a PAACS program 
operated entirely by Kenyan graduates at A.I.C. 
Litein Hospital in Litein, Kenya. 
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PAN-AFRICAN ACADEMY 
OF CHRISTIAN SURGEONS

COSECSA
College of Surgeons of
East, Central and Southern Africa

Tenwek Tomorrow | Page 18

MEDICAL EDUCATION MEDICAL EDUCATION



MEDICAL EDUCATION
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GENERAL SURGERY 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM

The general surgery program at Tenwek Hospital 
provides high quality surgical care to patients from  
the surrounding area, western Kenya and beyond.  
For decades, the hospital has been the referral center 
for complex surgical cases in the region. Patients also 
are referred from Nairobi and even the coastal areas 
of Kenya. The breadth of surgeries that faculty and 
residents provide is wide and can range from routine 
to complex oncology cases and vascular procedures.  

Caring for surgical patients at Tenwek can be 
challenging. Patients often present late in their 
disease course and require well-trained surgeons 
to steer them through a difficult course. There also 
are significant trauma cases, ranging from typical 
blunt trauma sustained in road traffic accidents to 
arrow wounds from local fighting; as well as complex 
oncology cases with locally advanced tumors. 
Nutritional issues further compound recovery  
and complications from surgery.  

Currently, the general surgery Kenyan faculty at 
Tenwek are all graduates of Tenwek’s residency 
program, investing their careers in caring for  
the underserved and training the next generation  
of surgeons.

“Christ gave us the 
discipleship model and we 
are seeing that lived out: 
training good physicians 
to take care of patients 
and training good trainers 
to go teach other people 
how to take good care of 
patients. Just as we have the 
opportunity to invest and 
disciple others who are going 
to go out and take good 
care of patients, they will 
invest and disciple others 
themselves. We give thanks 
to God for that.”
Heath Many, M.D., Former Program Director, 
General Surgery Residency Program

TENWEK’S DISCIPLESHIP 
MODEL FOR RESIDENCY 
TRAINING COMES FULL CIRCLE 

Dr. Liz Mwachiro was first introduced to medicine 
by a neighbor who worked with an HIV community-
based project called Harvest of Hope in her coastal 
hometown of Mombasa. “I acknowledged that I was 
drawn to people and drawn to aspects of health and 
recovery,” says Dr. Mwachiro, who volunteered with 
the program in high school, but at the time had no 
idea this experience would eventually inspire her to  
a career in medicine. 

But God was writing her story from an early age, and 
the first time Dr. Mwachiro entered an operating room 
at Aga Khan Hospital as a medical student was life-
changing - she knew immediately that her calling was 
to become a surgeon. Fast forward several years and 
Dr. Mwachiro completed her internship year at Tenwek 
Hospital. She was drawn to Tenwek’s high quality 
medical training, compassionate health care and the 
unique opportunity to minister to patients through 
sharing God’s word.

After gaining additional experience as a Medical 
Officer in government hospitals, Dr. Mwachiro returned 
to Tenwek Hospital as a resident, graduating from the 
General Surgery program in 2016. She has remained a 
member of Tenwek’s medical staff since then. 

“Dr. Mwachiro is a talented 
surgeon, a strong leader, 

and is committed to surgical 
education in Kenya. With her 

leadership, the program  
is in good hands.”

Heath Many, M.D

MEDICAL EDUCATION
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Dr. Mwachiro has lived in Bomet for 10 years and 
is married to Dr. Mike Mwachiro; together they 
are raising their two daughters. As in many rural 
settings, there are limited educational opportunities 
for children of the residents who move to Bomet to 
receive surgical training at Tenwek. Seeing a need 
for better education, the Mwachiros founded the 
Tenwek International School, which provides early 
education to 34 children and trains local teachers. 
The Mwachiros’ vision is to expand God’s Kingdom 
through surgical training and to help improve 
educational opportunities in rural areas.

Through all these years, God was preparing  
Dr. Mwachiro for service in a vital new role. In  
the summer of 2020, she became the first Kenyan 
surgeon to be appointed as Program Director 
of Tenwek Hospital’s General Surgery Residency 
Program, succeeding Dr. Heath Many. A talented 
surgeon and strong leader who is committed to 
surgical education in Kenya, Dr. Mwachiro is an 
inspiring example of how Tenwek’s discipleship 
model of teaching has come full circle.

“The unfolding of God’s timing is perfect -  
it feels like a new era. Over the last four 
years as assistant Program Director, I 
was prepared both in ways known and 
unknown by my colleagues. I feel like I’m 
deeply empowered and supported to step 
into the position.”

Liz Mwachiro, M.D., Program Director,  
General Surgery Residency Program



MEDICAL EDUCATION
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ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM

According to the World Health Organizations, fatalities 
from road traffic accidents (RTAs) have increased to 1.3 
million per year, with 93% of the accidents occurring 
in low- and middle-income nations like Kenya. These 
accidents typically involve younger, male drivers who 
often are the primary financial providers for their 
families. The longer an injured head of household 
remains unable to work, the greater the risk to the 
economic wellbeing of the family.

These accidents often result in non-fatal complex 
and severe musculoskeletal injuries and infections, 
including the common femur (thigh bone) fracture. 
But some road accidents are far worse, which is why 
trauma patients make up the majority of orthopedic 
admissions to Tenwek Hospital. 

Overall, Tenwek’s orthopedic services see a wide 
range of cases including musculoskeletal infections, 
tumors, hand and wrist trauma from machete 
altercations, and congenital and acquired deformities. 
Participation in sports is becoming more common in 
Kenya and arthroscopic procedures are increasing in 
number. Post-infectious and degenerative arthritis also 
is prevalent in the patient population.

A skilled orthopedic surgeon is vital to restoring 
an injured patient’s mobility and function far more 
quickly and effectively than if the patient is treated 
only with traction, which requires a hospital stay of 
up to two months. Tenwek’s orthopedic surgeons 
are repairing broken bodies and also restoring the 
material and spiritual health of families in the Bomet 
area and beyond.

“Increasing the cohort 
of orthopedic surgeons 
in Kenya diminishes the 
morbidity of neglected 
musculoskeletal injuries and 
infections, which maintains 
a healthy labor force, 
allowing Kenya to continue 
to develop. By pouring into 
our trainees, we can prepare 
them to both physically and 
spiritually care for patients 
during times of uncertainty 
in ways far beyond what we 
can accomplish as Western 
missionaries. By developing 
Christians to perform this 
high calling, we are able  
to make an impact for  
the Great Commission.”
Amanda McCoy, M.D., Program Director, 
Orthopedic Surgery Residency Program

MEDICAL EDUCATION
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“Providing quality medical 
care in Christ’s name to 
those underserved allows 
God to demonstrate His 
healing power and opens 
the door to share the good 
news of His love to our 
patients. Teaching residents 
to provide the same quality 
care affords them the 
ability to also participate 
in God’s redemptive 
work. As importantly, 
working intimately with 
the residents allows for 
spiritual discipleship, much 
like Christ with His twelve.”

Will Copeland, M.D., Program Director,  
Neurosurgery Residency Program

“I find our patients 
inspiring... they are true 
heroes of resilience, 
sacrifice, and generosity.  
So much in their lives 
that our culture wouldn’t 
tolerate are considered 
inevitable factors of being 
a woman. OB/GYN in this 
part of the world is not 
the ‘happy’ practice that 
most doctors see in the U.S.  
Every single day we deal 
with patients with loss.”

Cheryl Cowles, M.D., Program Director,  
OB/GYN Residency Program

NEUROSURGERY  
RESIDENCY PROGRAM

There is a desperate need for neurosurgeons in 
Kenya, with only one provider for every ten million 
people – a staggering disparity compared to the 
World Health Organization’s recommendation of 
one neurosurgeon for every two million people. 
Less than half of Kenya’s rural population has access 
to a neurosurgeon within two hours of their home. 

Tenwek has been offering full-time neurosurgical 
services since Dr. Will Copeland and his family 
moved to Tenwek in 2016. Approximately one-half 
of the operative volume is the result of trauma, 
hydrocephalus, or spina bifida, with the remaining 
half related to a variety of pathologies such as 
benign intracranial tumors, degenerative and 
infectious spine disorders, and aneurysms.

With the launch of the neurosurgery residency 
program in January 2021, Tenwek will sponsor 
the only neurosurgical training program in Kenya 
outside of Nairobi, positioning it as a vital Christian 
witness to all of western Kenya and beyond.

The addition of a Neurosurgery Residency 
at Tenwek Hospital will require additional 
equipment for training and treatment.  
Your gift – of any size – is important, welcome, 
and will have impact!

Neurosurgery Equipment & Supplies Cost

Stryker Sumex Drill $3500

Zeiss NC4 Microscope $250

Storz Flexible Endoscope $250

Spinal Implants (various) $250

Aneurysm Clips $250

Open this secure online form to make a gift that 
supports the Neurosurgery Residency program.

OB/GYN  
RESIDENCY PROGRAM

In Kenya, and throughout much of Africa, all vaginal 
births are conducted by midwives with various 
training and no pain control options. The midwives 
naturally expect a 30-minute Second Stage in delivery. 
If the mother hasn’t delivered by then, a doctor is 
called, who in most areas is a general practitioner 
untrained in labor management. Fear of a uterine 
rupture prompts many to take the patient directly 
to a cesarean procedure if available. Increasing the 
number of trained OB/GYN physicians will improve 
health outcomes for women and their babies. 

Tenwek has a 67-bed maternity ward, which is often 
fully occupied, with patients overflowing into the 
waiting rooms. Some common OB/GYN conditions 
treated at Tenwek include: intrauterine fetal demise, 
miscarriages, severe pre-eclampsia in nonviable 
gestational ages, advanced cervical cancers in 
20-40-year-olds, illegal abortion aftereffects, severe 
anemias, massive fibroids and ovarian tumors – with 
many of these conditions compounded by multiple 
co-morbidities. 

While some OB/GYN residency programs are offered 
elsewhere in Kenya, they are typically academically 
oriented and distantly supervised by an attending 
physician. Tenwek’s OB/GYN Residency program 
will be heavily clinically oriented and positioned to 
recruit physicians with a passion for using their skills 
in ministry and treating underserved communities in 
Kenya and East Africa. 

The addition of an OB/GYN Residency at Tenwek 
Hospital will require additional equipment for 
training and treatment. Your gift – of any size –  
is important, welcome, and will have impact!

OB/GYN Equipment Cost

8 – iPads for Residents’ Use $500 each

10 – Headlamps $500 each

OB Surgical Instruments  
(i.e. ring forceps, tenaculums, 
speculum, medium dilators,  
hand held dopplers, etc.) 

$10,000

5 – Fetal Monitors $2500 each

Open this secure online form to make a gift that 
supports the OB/GYN Residency program. 

MEDICAL EDUCATION  MEDICAL EDUCATION
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MEDICAL EDUCATION MEDICAL EDUCATION

“Tenwek Hospital is 
uniquely positioned to 
begin a center of excellence 
in cardiothoracic care 
and to train African 
health-care workers both 
in the medical/surgical 
management of these 
patients, prevention of the 
related diseases, and in the 
broader vision of sharing 
the healing Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to those in need.”

Russ White, M.D., Chief of Surgery,  
Cardiothoracic Unit

CARDIOTHORACIC   
SURGERY FELLOWSHIP

Rheumatic heart disease is rampant throughout sub-
Saharan Africa. If left untreated, the disease can claim 
one in five children before the age of 15 and four in 
five before the age of 25. Many of those who survive 
need surgery to replace damaged heart valves.

Tenwek’s first open-heart surgeries took place in 2008. 
Fulfilling a vision to provide hundreds of children and 
adults with life-saving surgery, the hospital is building 
a new 80,000-square-foot, 100-bed Cardiothoracic 
Center that will serve patients throughout East Africa 
and beyond and is expected to become the premiere 
center for sub-Saharan Africa. 

The Cardiothoracic Surgery Fellowship program 
builds on this expertise and trains surgeons in cardiac 
surgery, as well as in other thoracic procedures, such 
as removal of esophageal cancer. 

“New mission hospitals in 
Africa are built around 
mission-minded African 
surgeons. We anticipate 
these Tenwek-trained 
African surgeons will 
start their own endoscopy 
theaters and staff new 
post-graduate endoscopy 
fellowship programs across 
the continent of Africa in 
the name of Jesus. When 
someone with days to live is 
given the Good News and a 
second lease on life, the life-
changing impact is priceless.”

Jeff Hallett, M.D.,  
Endoscopy-Gastroenterology FOT Champion 
Chair of PAACS Surgical Endoscopy  
Investigative Task Force

SURGICAL ENDOSCOPY  
FELLOWSHIP

According to the National Institute of Health research, 
Tenwek Hospital is directly situated in the region known 
as Africa’s esophageal cancer corridor. Kenya has one 
of the highest incidence rates of esophageal cancer 
worldwide, but research on esophageal cancer in Kenya 
is widely unnoticed. Most patients don’t seek care 
until their disease is far advanced, leading to a high 
percentage of cases in people under 30 years of age. 

There are no gastroenterologists in underserved Africa, 
so endoscopy is done by surgeons if it is available at all. 
Endoscopic ultrasound is vital to cancer treatment, as 
this procedure can accurately stage esophageal cancer 
in preparation for curative surgical resection. Tenwek’s 
Surgical Endoscopy Fellowship will train mission-
minded African physicians in this surgical specialty. 

As Tenwek Hospital pioneers this training effort, there 
will be a multiplying effect of endoscopic training and 
services throughout East and Central Africa as Tenwek 
graduates start and lead endoscopy programs. The life-
changing impact of someone being given a new lease 
on life and hearing the Gospel is truly priceless.

The Cardiothoracic Surgery and Surgical 
Endoscopy Fellowships are essential programs 
that will be further strengthened when the new 
Cardiothoracic Centre opens. Critical equipment 
is needed to launch the Surgical Endoscopy 
Fellowship. Your gift – of any size – is important, 
welcome, and will have impact!

Surgical Endoscopy Fellowship – 
Equipment Cost

Scope Needs
Olympus Leak Tester $500

TJF 160 or 180 $6,000

One GIF XP 160 or GIF N 180 pediatric 
gastroscope $6,000

One GIF-2TH180 or GIF-2T160 
therapeutic scope $8,000

Surgical Endoscopy Fellowship – 
Equipment Cost

Items for Program Expansion
Radio Frequency Ablation Unit $50,000

Argon Plasma Coagulation Unit $30,000

Endoscopic Ultrasound Unit $160,000

Anesthesia machine for 
advanced endoscopy cases $2,500

6-Week GI Rotation for an  
African Surgeon $2,000

Open this secure online form to make a gift that 
supports the Surgical Endoscopy program. 
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Project Total Cost  
(USD)

FOT Funds 
Committed

Other Funds 
Committed

Funds to  
be Raised

Residents’ Housing $1 M $237,000 $100,000 $663,000

Family Apartment $40,000

Studio Apartment $20,000

Open this secure online form to make a gift that supports Residents’ Housing. 

MEDICAL EDUCATION MEDICAL EDUCATION

One of the key challenges faced by medical residents 
who are training in a rural setting is the lack of suitable 
and affordable housing in the community. Tenwek 
Hospital has addressed this need by constructing on-
campus housing for residents as the various training 
programs have grown. However, Tenwek’s housing for 
residents is already overwhelmed with several single 
residents needing to share facilities. 

With the anticipated addition of residents participating 
in new programs in OB/GYN and Neurosurgery – slated 
to begin in 2021 – the need for more housing is even 
more acute. Tenwek has plans to build additional 
apartment-style housing for medical and surgical 
residents and their families, with a goal to break ground 
on the $1 million project in early 2021. To date, about 
one-third of the construction funds have been raised. 

HOUSING  FOR MEDICAL 
AND SURGICAL RESIDENTS

Each of the two buildings will accommodate 20-25 
residents. The structures will contain five floors with 
two-and three-bedroom apartments for families and 
one-bedroom studio apartments for singles. Buildings 
also will feature open rooftops with a terrace and 
laundry drying lines.

Suitable housing is key to Tenwek’s ability to recruit 
and train medical and surgical residents who will use 
their training and skills to save lives and spread the 
Gospel. Gifts in support of resident housing will have 
a profound and generational impact on Tenwek’s 
mission and work and on health care throughout rural 
East Africa.

Generous FOT donors have pledged funds for the 
immediate need to expand Residents’ Housing. 
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TENWEK HOSPITAL 
COLLEGE OF 
HEALTH SCIENCES

TENWEK HOSPITAL 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES
When Dr. Ernie Steury arrived in Bomet in 
1959, Tenwek was just a small dispensary. It was 
challenging to recruit nurses and doctors to work  
at the rural outpost. For many years, missionary 
nurses served at Tenwek, with most health care 
assistants learning on the job, but not formally 
trained. Dr. Steury dreamed of a school to train 
Kenyan nurses who would work at Tenwek Hospital 
or devote their expertise to rural and needy 
communities throughout Africa.

That dream became a reality when the Tenwek 
School of Nursing was founded in 1987, with a 
mission to train young Christian Kenyans to become 
triple-qualified as competent and compassionate 
clinical nurses, community nurses, and midwives. 

Known today as the Tenwek Hospital College of 
Health Sciences, the three-year program continues 
to triple-qualify its students and also offers a 
registered level diploma in both Community 
Nursing and Clinical Medicine. In 2018, the college 
added a new three-year program to train Clinical 
Officers (similar to a Physician’s Assistant). 

All nursing and clinical medicine students 
participate in classroom training, augmented by 
access to a fully-equipped practice lab where they 
demonstrate and improve their skills. The majority 
of students’ clinical experience is based at Tenwek 
Hospital, with some rotations at other hospitals or 
clinics. At any given time, 150-190 students from 
throughout Kenya are attending the school.

“We want our graduates to provide holistic care to people. As they are trained to 
be competent nurses who are able to help patients, knowledgeable on provision of 

nursing care, they are also taught spiritual values that can impact the lives of patients 
they come across. We are unique as a school because we want to reach patients’ souls. 

We are ministering to them physically and ministering to them spiritually.”

Jackson Mosonik, R.N., Principal, Tenwek College of Health Sciences

TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Aligned with the college’s motto of “Caring 
in Christ’s Name,” all nursing and CO students 
participate in small discipleship groups to help 
them grow in their Christian faith, knowledge, and 
practice. Students also are encouraged to engage 
in a local church. This focus on faith equips them 
to provide spiritual care for their patients – a 
hallmark of the Tenwek Hospital mission.

While Western missionaries staffed the school in its 
early days, today almost all teaching is conducted 
by Kenyans – many who are graduates of Tenwek’s 
nursing program. Most of the Kenyan faculty 
have earned bachelors’ degrees or have received 
specialty training; others have earned or are 
presently working toward their masters’ degrees.

During the COVID-19 global pandemic, the college 
began offering theory classes online through a new 
e-learning platform. It is gradually returning to in-
person classes with proper distance and protection 
precautions. However, due to expanding class 
sizes and a lack of classroom space, the college 
envisions that students will employ distance learning 
for theory classes and complete their clinical 
experience at Tenwek Hospital or other clinics.

In 2020, the college welcomed its 20th class of 
registered level nursing students and more than 
450 students have graduated. Nursing graduates 
often are hired by Tenwek Hospital or one of its 
dispensaries. Other graduates – who are in high 
demand because of their excellent nursing skills  
and work ethic – are employed in healthcare 
facilities throughout Kenya, including the Africa 
Gospel Church Baby Center, Walter Reed Research, 
Red Cross International, and  
in remote mission areas.
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Tenwek’s College of Health Sciences has grown 
dramatically since its founding. Forty new nurse 
trainees now enroll annually. In September 2018, 
13 students began training as Clinical Officers – the 
College is increasing its capacity by 77 percent with 
plans to add 40 new students to each program 
annually over the next five years.

The College’s current library can accommodate only 
36 students studying print materials and 15 students 
using computers. The existing building that houses 
the library and classrooms will be renovated and 
expanded to incorporate a new, modern library, 
additional classroom space, a computer lab, small 
group study rooms, and extra office space. 

An investment for student tuition or capital 
needs in the College of Health Sciences will 
help train the nurses and clinical officers who 
will shape the physical and spiritual health of 
Kenyans for generations to come.  

COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES: LIBRARY  
AND CLASSROOMS

TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Your gift – of any size –  
is important, welcome,  
and will have impact!

Project Total Cost 
(USD)

Funds 
Committed

Funds to be 
Raised

Library and Classrooms $300,000 $50,000 $250,000

On the Horizon

Student Housing $250,000 $25,000 $225,000

Open this secure online form to make a gift that supports the College of Health Sciences. 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES – GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Program Started Duration Current 
Enrollment

Annual 
Tuition*

Anticipated  
5-Year Growth

Nursing 1987 3 years 141 $1,640 40 students/year

Clinical Officer 
(Physician Asst.) 2018 3 years 53 $1,600 40 students/year

* Full scholarships for 10 students are needed each year
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• Pray that Tenwek can continue 
to recruit qualified students who 
desire to become mission-focused 
nurses and COs.

• Pray that the material and spiritual 
needs of students will be met – 
allowing them to devote themselves 
to their studies and work.

• Pray that God will lead Tenwek 
graduates to apply their medical 
training and expertise to make a 
life-changing difference for people 
throughout Africa.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Pray that that the Tenwek graduates 

will find fertile ground for the Gospel 
message of healing and hope in every 
area where they live and servee. 

• Make a financial gift to support the 
tuition and infrastructure needs of the 
College of Health Sciences.

• Serve at Tenwek through a short-term 
medical mission trip and volunteer 
your administrative or nursing skills  
at the College of Health Sciences.

TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

A graduate from the first class of students in 1990, Joseph 
Ngeno first worked at Tenwek Hospital as the in-charge nurse 
for several years. In 2015, Joseph followed God’s call to Liberia 
for six months to help fight the Ebola crisis, where he earned the 
nickname Ambassador Togpah, which is a Liberian expression 
meaning “welcome to us.”

Joseph’s compassionate nursing skills, experience working in a 
pandemic, and the various leadership roles he’s held throughout 
his nursing career made him aptly prepared to become the team 
leader for Bomet County’s COVID-19 
Response Task Force. His role includes 
supervising the county’s Isolation Unit 
and quarantine centers and educating 
health care workers - including a staff 
training program at his alma mater, 
Tenwek Hospital. 
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ADVANCED TRAINING 
FOR TENWEK HOSPITAL 
PERSONNEL
In addition to the support it provides for the 
education of Tenwek’s medical students, FOT 
recognizes how ongoing specialty training for 
Tenwek staff is vital to enhance, multiply, and sustain 
services at the rapidly expanding hospital. 

Included in Tenwek Hospital’s Strategic Plan 2019-
2023 is the goal of advanced training for nurses, 
Clinical Officers, Medical Officers, and personnel 
serving in the areas of Information Technology, 
Finance, and Human Resources. The advanced 
training could include clinical specialty, residency, 
or fellowship training in pathology, radiology, 
nephrology, oncology, and cardiology, as well 
as professional development workshops in key 
administrative areas.  
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For example, in recent years Tenwek has 
supported training for nurses or Clinical Officers 
in the following: anesthesia, emergency medicine/
critical care, oncology, reproductive health, 
renal, and neonatology. Other areas where staff 
have received advanced training include: dental, 
various lab specialties, radiology ultrasound, 
echocardiology, and palliative care. Support also 
is provided for staff pursuing bachelor and master-
level degrees in nursing. 

Tenwek’s goal is to raise $200,000 USD for the first 
year of this program. 

An investment in advanced training for Tenwek 
Hospital staff benefits the individuals who 
participate and the patients they serve. 

Your gift – of any size –  
is important, welcome,  
and will have impact!

Tenwek Hospital Staff Training Term Number to  
be Trained

Annual Training Cost/Person* 
(USD)

Medical Officers 36-60 months 2 $10,020

Clinical Officers 18 months 5 $6,324

Nursing Officers 12 months 10 $5,314

Laboratory Technologist 12 months 1 $4,201

Radiology Technologist 12 months 1 $4,201

Pharmaceutical Technologist 12 months 1 $4,201

General Staff 2 to 5-day workshops  
& conferences 160 $350

*Cost includes training, transportation, accommodations, etc.  

Open this secure online form to make a gift that supports Advanced Training for Tenwek staff.

TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

“Tenwek Hospital continually seeks strategic opportunities to build 
sustainability by prioritizing the training of Tenwek staff members 
to enhance current and future services. We do this by combining 

the needs of the hospital with the interests of individuals who would 
benefit from the training and are committed to serving at Tenwek 
Hospital. As we look to the future, specialty training is a key area 
where Friends of Tenwek can partner with us to provide support  

that will bear great fruit in the years and decades to come.”

Steve Burgert, MD, Tenwek Hospital Medical Superintendent
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TENWEK HOSPITAL 
COLLEGE SCHOOL 
OF CHAPLAINCY 

TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE  
SCHOOL OF CHAPLAINCY

This is a unique moment in Kenya’s history. Leaders in all sectors –  
health, education, law enforcement, and military – recognize the 

prayer, counsel, and influence that trained chaplains can bring to people 
in need. Today in Kenya there is an unparalleled opportunity to share 

the Gospel and demonstrate Christian values in all areas of society. 

From its earliest days as a medical dispensary 
through its growth to become Kenya’s premiere 
missionary hospital, Tenwek Hospital leaders have 
always recognized how the physical and spiritual 
aspects of healing are inseparably linked. Dr. Ernie 
Steury, the hospital’s first physician, saw the need 
for a full-time chaplain to serve alongside the 
dedicated medical team. 

In 1975, the Africa Gospel Church appointed Rev. 
David Kilel as Tenwek Hospital’s full-time chaplain 
and Dr. Steury became his colleague and friend. 
Together, they agreed that no patient would leave 
Tenwek Hospital without hearing about Jesus. They 
also shared a vision for establishing a chaplaincy 
school that would train Kenyan men and women  
for “serving Christ at the bedside and beyond.” 

In 1991, their shared dream became a reality 
when Tenwek Hospital founded the L. Nelson Bell 
Chaplaincy Training School. It was the first school 
of its kind in Kenya and focused on biblical training 
and ministering to the whole person by helping 
people through sickness and bereavement. 

To date, more than 200 students from 11 African 
nations have been equipped by the School of 
Chaplaincy for service throughout Africa. 
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TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE SCHOOL OF CHAPLAINCY 

PRIORITY AREA 4



AN EXCITING NEW VISION EMERGES

Building on this inspiring heritage, today’s training equips graduates for ministry in the healthcare, 
military, police, prison, and education sectors, as well as in refugee, disaster relief, corporate, and sports 
settings. The school’s curriculum was restructured in 2016-17 to include higher-level academic and 
practical training, consistent with the specialized chaplaincy requirements at an international level.  
The curriculum was further refined during 2019-2020 to meet Kenyan accreditation standards. 

With a faith-filled plan to implement the new curriculum, increase enrollment, and graduate chaplains 
who will lead and serve throughout Kenyan society, new facilities are urgently needed. The current 
classroom and housing facilities for students and staff are inadequate for an accredited program with  
a full enrollment goal of 200 students. 

A Master Plan for the School of Chaplaincy campus – on land adjacent to the hospital campus that was 
purchased for this purpose – has been approved. It includes an academic building with classrooms and 
library, a campus chapel, faculty and student housing, dining hall, student center, and administrative offices. 

Rev. Paul Lokol has been named Principal of the School of Chaplaincy and staff have been hired. 
Temporary hostel housing for students will be provided through renovations to an existing building.  
The campus land has been cleared and is being prepared for construction activity. Final building plans  
are under development. 

Fourteen students are registered for the Diploma or Certificate programs scheduled to begin in January 
2021. The school is preparing to offer both in-person and remote classes through a new online learning 
platform that was tested in the Fall 2020 term by students unable to attend in-person classes due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

• Pray that Tenwek will recruit qualified 
students who desire to serve as 
chaplains throughout Kenya and Africa.

• Pray that the material and spiritual 
needs of chaplaincy students will 
be met – allowing them to devote 
themselves to their studies and work.

• Pray that School of Chaplaincy 
graduates will be led by God to 
positions where they can freely share 
the Gospel and make a difference in the 
lives of individuals and communities.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Pray that God will provide the 

necessary financial support for the 
construction of the new campuse. 

• Make a financial gift to support  
the tuition and/or housing needs  
of chaplaincy students.

• Make a financial gift to support 
the construction of the School of 
Chaplaincy campus.
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A LIFETIME  OF 
PREPARATION – “FOR 
SUCH A TIME AS THIS”
Reverend Paul Lokol became a Christian at a young 
age, when missionaries commissioned by the 
Africa Gospel Church (AGC) shared the Gospel at a 
youth evangelism outreach in his northern Kenyan 
homeland of Turkana. God captured the young 
man’s heart and even in his early years, he knew 
God was calling him to a life of service in the church.

Following graduation from Kenya Highlands Bible 
College, Rev. Lokol returned to Turkana and helped 
launch a new school, gaining years of experience 
ministering to students. While working in Turkana,  
he was mentored by Rev. David Kilel, who visited 
often to disciple the AGC. Rev. Kilel taught and 
encouraged him to be strong in the Lord despite 
the hardships of ministry. “He used to tell me ‘God 
has a big plan for your life, stick to Him,’” Rev. Lokol 
recalls. Later, still feeling God’s call to work in the 
church, he joined the AGC staff in Nairobi as the 
Director of Education, working in higher education. 

Throughout his career with AGC, Rev. Lokol 
interacted with hundreds of schools, helping with 
administration and learning how to empower their 
chaplaincy programs. As he noticed that most 
schools didn’t have a dedicated chaplain, a passion 
and excitement for chaplaincy training began to 
grow in his heart. But with no clear opportunity yet 
in sight, he continued to faithfully serve in the tasks 
before him. 
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The spark in Rev. Lokol’s heart for the chaplaincy 
ministry was fanned further when he was 
appointed to the Launching Task Force for the 
Tenwek Hospital College School of Chaplaincy. 
And when the search for a new Principal was 
announced, he felt God say “the time is now.” 

“That is when I said ‘Finally, God has spoken and 
God has called me to this place. With my whole 
heart, I will go,’” says Rev. Lokol. In the summer of 
2020, he was appointed as the new Principal of the 
Tenwek Hospital College School of Chaplaincy. 

“We might not have the buildings yet; we might 
not have all the students. But I believe God will 
bless this school,” he affirms. “All of my experiences, 
combined with what chaplaincy is all about - have 
been growing in me. AGC missionaries, Rev. Kilel 
and others planted the seed of love in a remote 
place in Kenya and molded the harvest to be useful 
in His kingdom today in the School of Chaplaincy. 
God has prepared me for such a time as this 
and I believe this is what God wants to do at this 
particular time.”

Rev. Lokol and his wife Joyce, who is equally excited 
about this ministry opportunity, have relocated 
to Bomet with their five children. Together, they 
embrace this new life as “an amazing story.”

An investment in the Chaplaincy School’s 
students and infrastructure will create 
opportunities to share the Gospel and 
demonstrate Christian values in all areas  
of Kenyan society. 

SCHOOL OF CHAPLAINCY – GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Student Impact Cost (USD)

Tuition/student – 1 year $900

Room & Board/student – 1 year $700

Infrastructure Impact
Phase 1 
(100 students)

6 classrooms, chapel, library, student center, faculty housing $2.12 M

Phase 2 
(150 students)

Student housing (single and married), faculty housing $1.27 M

Phase 3 
(200 students)

Student housing (single and married), faculty housing $1.2 M

Open this secure online form to make a gift that supports the School of Chaplaincy. 

Your gift – of any size – is important,  
welcome, and will have impact!

TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE SCHOOL OF CHAPLAINCY TENWEK HOSPITAL COLLEGE SCHOOL OF CHAPLAINCY 

Tenwek Tomorrow | Page 42

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/Chaplaincy_School


TENWEK HOSPITAL 
COMMUNITY HEALTH 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

TENWEK HOSPITAL COMMUNITY HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT

TENWEK HOSPITAL COMMUNITY  
HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT

“The motto for Tenwek Hospital Community Health and  
Development (TCHD) is ‘Bir mat ko loo.’ This is a Kipsigis proverb  
that literally translated means ‘Beat the fire while it is still far.’  

It carries the same connotation as the English proverb, ‘Prevention is  
better than cure.’ It is because of this that TCHD has relevance and there 
is a big ministry opportunity – not only in disease prevention but also in 

reconciling man to man, man to environment, and man to his maker God.”

Jonathan Bii, Program Director, TCHD

Tenwek Hospital Community Health and 
Development (TCHD) was launched in 1983 
with programs designed to improve health and 
well-being in the surrounding regions through 
preventative health and community development 
measures. Its mission is to serve Christ in all of its 
ministires. This is achieved through holistic outreach 
that includes food security and nutrition, maternal 
and child welfare, HIV and other disease prevention, 
agriculturral training, home and school sanitation, 
social entrepreneurship, and encouraging local 
churces to engage in holistic ministry. 

FOT’s support for TCHD includes annual grants for 
the Threads of Hope vocational program, which 
trains women living in extreme poverty how to sew 
marketable products (i.e. school uniforms, reuseable 
sanitary pads, purses, aprons, face masks, etc.) that 
support both their families and their communities. 
FOT also provides the funds needed to purchase a 
sewing machine for each woman upon graduating 
from the program. To date, the program has taught 
26 women who are raising 47 children. Threads of 
Hope provides these with women hope, dignity 
and a vocational skill while creating impact for 
generations to come.

FOT also has funded COVID-19 community 
outreach programs that trained local pastors 
how to serve, educate, and encourage their 
congregations during the global pandemic and 
sponsored liquid soap making workshops to 
promote consistent handwashing. 

 TCHD’s work is funded entirely by donations. With 
external grants becoming less available to support its 
community outreach ministries, TCHD is developing 
an income-producing project to provide long-term 
sustainability for its programs. TCHD purchased land 
in Bomet, very near several training colleges and the 
Moi University campus. Plans are to construct a multi-
level Ladies’ Hostel with shops on the ground level. 
Fees paid by students and shop owners will provide 
funds to sustain ongoing and future TCHD programs. 
TCHD needs to raise $100,000 more to launch this 
exciting sustainability project.
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ONGOING COMMUNITY HEALTH & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES  –  
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Program Activity Cost (USD) Annual Goal

Produce and distribute health messages to people in rural Kenya about how  
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 $8/person 1,000 village 

leaders

Distribute local language Bibles to TCHD training participants $12/person 200 people

Provide water filters to ensure clean, safe water $20/family 50 families

Subsidize a dairy goat to increase available milk and grow flock sizes $130/family 20 families

Equip families to develop sustainable kitchen/market gardens as a year-round 
stable food source $250/family 50 families

Tuition for a girl to attend high school or trade school $300/teen 20 teens

Tuition for an orphaned child to attend an apprenticeship program that will 
lead to self-employment $400/child 20 children

Treadle sewing machine for women graduating from the Threads of Hope 
vocational school $150/woman 6 women

Sustainability Project Total Cost Funds Committed Funds Needed (USD)

Ladies’ Hostel & Retail Shops $370,000 $270,000 $100,000

Open this secure online form to make a gift that supports TCHD projects. 

• Pray for Tenwek’s TCHD staff  
and the people they serve.

• Pray that community outreach 
efforts will provide the 
opportunity to share the love 
of God in practical ways.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Investments in TCHD programs will improve lives and transform communities. 

Your gift – of any size – is important,  
welcome, and will have impact!

• Pray that TCHD leaders will 
develop a sustainable business 
model that allows its programs 
to flourish and expands.

• Make a financial gift to to 
support the TCHD programs.
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SPECIAL  
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SPECIAL MINISTRIES

“Yesterday I was in the far end of Bomet and I met so many children 
who have not been reached – some acutely needing wheelchairs and 

some needing therapy. I referred them to our clinic to be registered and 
be served well. The huge need reaches far and wide. Your support means 

many lives will be transformed and many homes will be reached.”

Solomon Rop, P.T., Founder and Director, Tenwek Hospital Special Needs Clinic

Tenwek is acutely aware of the needs of children 
living in the Greater Bomet area – particularly 
children without parents and children with special 
needs. FOT has established two special funds to 
provide support for the programs Tenwek sponsors 
to meet the needs of these children.

The Faith Fund for Special Needs was 
established by FOT to pay for the expenses of 
patients in Tenwek’s Special Needs Clinic (SNC), 
which serves children ages 18 and under. Patient 
diagnoses include autism, pervasive developmental 
disorder, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, and other 
developmental disabilities. 

In partnership with the Tenwek Hospital Maternal 
Child Health Clinic and Physiotherapy, the clinic 
provides children with disabilities a dedicated 
place for medical evaluation, rehabilitation 
assessment and planning, wheelchair/adaptive 
device measurements and fittings, and assistance 
with the transition to integrated and special unit 
educational programs. 

Donations to the Faith Fund are used to cover SNC 
costs, including therapy visits and the purchase 
of wheelchairs and other adaptive equipment – 
expenses that the children’s families cannot afford. 
The purchase of wheelchairs suitable for rural terrain 
– providing children with mobility that promotes 
confidence, inclusion, and friendship – represents 
God’s love and enables a child to engage life in an 
exciting new way. These services have been life-
changing for the SNC children, their families, and 
their communities.

The Mercy Fund was established by FOT to pay 
for the medical care of children living in the five 
children’s homes surrounding the hospital. The base 
cost for a one-day inpatient stay at Tenwek is about 
half of the average weekly wage in the region – 
equivalent to about $25 USD. 

By making funds available for the children’s medical 
care, the children’s relatives (often grandparents) 
are relieved from the burden of having to pay 
hospital bills from their own limited resources. If 
there are no relatives, the children’s home would 
pay for medical care from its general funds; the 
Mercy Fund thus enables the home directors to 
continue using their limited resources to meet 
children’s basic needs. The fund also means Tenwek 
doesn’t haveto tap into its own emergency fund, 
leaving more money available for the care of other 
patients who cannot pay.  

SPECIAL MINISTRIES
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SPECIAL MINISTRIES SPECIAL MINISTRIES

SPECIAL MINISTRIES  – GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Purpose Cost (USD)

Faith Fund: SNC visits for one child for one month $20

Faith Fund: SNC Physical Therapy Evaluation $25

Faith Fund: Corner seat for child with Cerebral Palsy $30

Faith Fund: Walker $50

Faith Fund: Regular wheelchair $100

Faith Fund: Specialty wheelchair $250

Faith Fund: Funding to establish a dedicated wheelchair clinic $ Any amount

Mercy Fund: Fee for one day/night inpatient stay $25

Other Support for Children: Emergency food package to relieve food insecurity where 
child lives (with guardian or at children’s home) $10/child

Open this secure online form to make a gift that supports Special Ministry programs.  

• Pray for the health and salvation of 
the children and families who visit 
Tenwek’s Special Needs Clinic and 
those who rely on the Mercy Fund 
for financial assistance.

• Pray that the staff of the Special 
Needs Clinic finds renewed strength 
and faith as they continue to serve 
an overwhelming need.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Gifts to any Special Ministry program will significantly improve  
children’s health outcomes and bless their families. 

Your gift – of any size – is important,  
welcome, and will have impact!

• Pray for the children and 
directors of the local Children’s 
Homes, as the directors navigate 
the stressors caused by the 
global pandemic like food 
insecurity and economic strain.

• Make a financial gift to support 
the Faith Fund and/or the  
Mercy Fund.
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MEDICAL SPECIALTY CHAMPIONS

FOT’S MEDICAL SPECIALTY CHAMPIONS
When physicians and medical personnel visit Tenwek Hospital for short-term medical mission assignments, 
they often leave knowing they have received far more than they gave. Many feel a call to serve again. 
Some are so inspired that they seek new ways to extend resources from the U.S. medical community  
to help Tenwek strengthen its medical specialty areas.

The participation of visiting physicians is particularly important, as educating Kenyan Christian medical 
professionals is an important goal at Tenwek. Many visiting doctors are excited by the opportunity to 
share their skills and experience with the next generation of medical personnel who will serve at hospitals 
throughout Kenya and Africa.

FOT has been blessed by the participation of a number of physicians who have become “Champions”  
for their medical specialty area at Tenwek. They recruit colleagues for short-term medical mission trips to 
Tenwek and rally support to meet needs for equipment and other resources. We are humbled and inspired 
by their commitment – and profoundly grateful for their selfless service. 

If you are interested in learning more about a  particular medical specialty area at Tenwek – and how you 
can make an impact there – please contact the delegated Champion. 

Specialty Champion Contact
Dentistry Tim Clavin, DDS timclavin@me.com

Diagnostic Radiology Read Vaughan, MD tenwekradfriend@gmail.com

Diagnostic Radiology Stan Cheng, MD schengsd@gmail.com

Gastroenterology Jeff Hallett, MD jeffreylanehallett@icloud.com

General Surgery Eric Miller, DO epmiller1@liberty.edu

Maternal Fetal Medicine/OB Phil Greig, MD philgreigmd@aol.com

Nephrology – Renal Paul Quinn, MD red.n.bitty@gmail.com

Neurosurgery Brett Dietze, MD jbdietze@mac.com

Neurosurgery Mark Redding, MD mark.redding6196@gmail.com

OB/GYN Bryan Myers, MD bryanandjane@gmail.com

Oral Surgery Russ Williams, DMD, MS rwilliams@saoms.com

Orthopedic Surgery Keith Braun, MD knkjjk@cox.net

Otolaryngology Chase Miller, MD chasemillerent@gmail.com

Pediatrics Carolyn Stickney, MD castickney@gmail.com

Physical Therapy Skip Roy, DPT skiproy@mindspring.com

Prosthetics and Orthotics Tanner Claridge claridge.tanner@gmail.com

Tenwek Hospice Care Paul Junker, DO pjunker@roadrunner.com

Special Ministry Areas
Special Needs Penny Hage, OT pennyhage@icloud.com

Threads of Hope Vocational School Suzie Vaughan suzievaughan05@gmail.com

Learn more at: friendsoftenwek.org/medical-specialties

FOT’S PARTNERSHIP WITH TENWEK HOSPITAL

“I have spoken with many other 
physicians who have been impacted 
by their Tenwek experience. As a 
rule, we enjoy training others and 

passing our knowledge on to the next 
generation – to create a multiplying 
effect of education and experience.”

J. David Hoover, M.D., President, Friends of Tenwek

NOW RECRUITING  
THE FOT AMBASSADOR!
FOT is now recruiting a recent college graduate for a one-year 
assignment as FOT’s Ambassador. The Ambassador represents 
FOT “in the field” at Tenwek Hospital in Kenya. The role has many 
responsibilities but primarily provides a warm and 
informative FOT welcome and connection for all 
visiting staff and families. The Ambassador also 
connects Kenyans and missionaries to FOT and 
serves as a liaison to the hospital’s administrative 
leaders; works in grant management, assisting with 
requests for funds from the hospital; and helps 
develop communications to inform, cultivate, 
and solicit donors. The position will begin in the 
spring/summer of 2021. Please email janie@
friendsoftenwek.org with interested inquiries.

MEDICAL SPECIALTY CHAMPIONS
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42 years as a perioperative 
nurse and nurse educator 
in the US, she returned to 
Tenwek Hospital in 2017 to 
teach perioperative nursing 
in the College of Health 
Sciences nursing program. 
Pam conducted in-service 
education with the hospital 
nursing staff and also led educational sessions  
for staff in the operative theatre. 

Pam saw first-hand the efforts of Dr. Steury fulfilled 
in a state-of-the-art health care facility with nursing, 
medicine, chaplain, and community health worker 
programs. She also learned about what FOT was 
doing in the US, as well as in Kenya, to meet the 
ongoing equipment and educational needs of 
Tenwek Hospital. 

“Once I returned back to the States, I began 
correspondence with Friends of Tenwek and looked 
for ways to give, with hopes to continue supporting 
the work at Tenwek Hospital,” recalls Pam. “I have 
been blessed to be a part of some significant projects 
over the last three years.”

WHY I GIVE TO FRIENDS 
OF TENWEK
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Since its inception in 2012, Friends of Tenwek 
has raised nearly $2.7 million to support Tenwek 
Hospital’s healing and teaching mission. That is 
an extraordinary testament to the generous 
and faithful hearts of hundreds of devoted 
“friends” who have made gifts of all sizes for 
diverse needs. Their gifts are made for many 
reasons and in many ways. 

Some donors make one-time gifts, often to honor 
or remember a family member, friend or colleague. 
Others provide sustaining gifts by authorizing a 
recurring draft from a designated bank account or 
credit card. Sometimes a church group or Sunday 
School class will pool resources to make a gift for a 
particular purpose that touches the hearts of those 
members. However you choose to give, you  
can be assured that your gift – of any size –  
is important, welcome, and will have impact! 

We asked several Friends of Tenwek donors to share 
why and how they give. We hope you are inspired 
by their stories!

KRISTIN & PHIL TANNER 
GIFTS OF PURPOSE FROM DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

PAM BLESCH 
GIFTS OF SIGNIFICANCE FROM A FAMILY FOUNDATION

Phil and Kristin Tanner have completed nine short-term 
medical mission trips to Tenwek Hospital since 2014. Phil is a 
gastroenterologist, a specialty in high demand in Kenya due 
to very high rates of esophageal cancer. Tenwek is one of the 
few mission hospitals with a fully-equipped endoscopy unit. 
In addition to providing care and teaching, Phil has been 
able to help with ongoing international research projects 
on esophageal cancer. He has seen the ability of Friends of 
Tenwek to bridge the gap in funds to purchase some of the 
equipment needed by the department.

Pam Blesch, PhD, RN, attended a home church in Indiana 
that supported Ernie and Sue Steury from the time she was a 
young child. The seed planted in her heart began to blossom 
when she was a sophomore in nursing school in October, 
1973. At a missions’ conference, Dr. Steury, while home on 
furlough, presented his work at Tenwek Hospital. The slide 
show was exciting for the young nursing student, who could 
not imagine working in a place where one man would need 
to have an arrow removed after being attacked, or another 
would undergo surgery after being mauled by a lion. 

After a visit to Tenwek in the summer of 1974, Pam came 
back to the United States full of ideas and questions about 
how God would use this trip in her life. After working for  

Kristin has found her niche 
in serving at Tenwek by 
caring for the children of the 
long-term missionaries and 
feeding babies in the NICU. 
By “divine coordination,” they 
have found that their roles 
and the times of year that 
their help is needed have fit 
well together.

“We have been blessed on repeated trips to Tenwek 
to see new buildings, new equipment and new 
programs come to fruition because of Friends of 
Tenwek’s partnership,” notes the couple. 

“There is something special to be able to financially 
give to where one serves and for whom one prays. 
We believe our Lord calls us to be wise with financial 
resources, and Friends of Tenwek has earned our 
trust that these resources are being put to good use.” 

“Tenwek Hospital is uniquely placed as 
a medical center to provide advanced 

endoscopy procedures like ERCP and stenting 
for cancer care. It has been an extra blessing 
for us not only to be able to serve in person, 
but to also partner with FOT in providing 
funds for equipment and building projects.”

Phil and Kristin Tanner

“I would encourage anyone who has a heart for 
medical missions to explore the work at Tenwek 
and hear the stories of the many staff, patients, 

and families whose lives have been changed. 
God used Dr. Ernie Steury, a small-town man 
from Indiana to bring the mission of Tenwek 
alive: ‘We Treat ~ Jesus Heals.’ And Friends of 
Tenwek is working to keep that mission alive.”

Pam Blesch

Tenwek Tomorrow | Page 54



PENNY & BILL HAGE 
GIFTS OF GRATITUDE FROM CREATIVE DONORS 

RUSS & JAN WILLIAMS 
A LEGACY GIFT FOR FUTURE IMPACT FROM DEVOTED SERVANTS

JIM & TIFFANY LOFTUS 
REGULAR GIFTS OF INTENTION FROM A SUSTAINING FRIEND

‘In what ways can we further our values in our lives, 
work and examples?’ We want to share our money, 
God’s wealth of which we are stewards, to bless others 
and donate in Christ’s name. This is why Jan and I 
recently chose to include Friends of Tenwek in our will.”

Upon J.D. Rockefeller’s death, the executor of his estate 
was asked how much money the wealthy man had left 
behind. The man answered, “All of it.” No matter the 
size of our wealth, we can’t take it with us. 

We all have an opportunity to leave a legacy of hope 
and purpose. A legacy to gift to Friends of Tenwek, like 
the one made by Russ and Jan, is deeply appreciated 
and will have a powerful impact in years to come. 

a recurring, monthly gift in support of needs at 
Tenwek Hospital. This faithful and reliable source of 
support provides FOT with critical resources to ensure 
continuing support of Tenwek’s mission and work. 

Jim also has been affirming his calling to missions in 
Kenya in other way, without yet traveling to Africa.  
“My wife and I have stayed in regular contact with 
Robert,” explains Jim. “We have begun regularly 
watching Africa Gospel Church services on Sundays 
and some of the children’s program they have on 
YouTube. Eventually, I would like to be able to bring 
my wife as well as our four children to Tenwek with me 
to experience all the work God is doing there. Tenwek 
is a true blessing to the people of Kenya and beyond!”

Russ Williams, D.M.D., M.S., 
is an oral and maxillofacial 
surgeon who has served on 
short-term medical mission 
trips to Tenwek multiple times 
over the last 20 years. He 
acknowledges that his first 
trip to Tenwek Hospital was 
the most challenging, yet 

rewarding and truly life changing experience of his life. 
Today, he is a member of the FOT board of directors 
and serves as FOT’s Champion for the Oral and 
MaxilloFacial Surgery specialty. 

His work at Tenwek inspired Russ and his wife to  
make what some call “the ultimate gift” – based on  
its thoughtfulness, purpose, and impact. 

“My wife Jan and I come from somewhat humble, 
modest backgrounds,” explains Russ. “We’ve been 
blessed our entire lives with good health, loving 
family, and more wealth than we need or deserve.  
We have considered what we value and asked,  

Jim Loftus is a Cardiovascular 
Perfusionist working in the 
Northeast who has always  
been interested in mission 
work, with a particularly 
strong calling to Africa.  
He connected with a fellow 
Perfusionist, Robert Groom, 
who recently retired and has 

followed his own calling to serve full-time at Tenwek 
Hospital treating patients, supporting Tenwek’s cardiac 
program, and training Kenyan nurse anesthetists to 
become Perfusionists.

Jim’s plans to serve at Tenwek as a medical volunteer 
were scheduled – and then temporarily curtailed by 
the COVID outbreak. “It is ok though, in God’s timing, 
all will work out perfectly,” says Jim with confidence. 
“I have faith that with a willing heart, God will use me 
when I am needed.”

In the meantime, Jim and his wife, Tiffany, have 
become Sustaining Friends of Tenwek by making 

“God is at Tenwek Hospital. He is working 
there through you and through many 

others. Miracles do happen at Tenwek - 
and we have an opportunity to make a 
difference and be part of God’s work.”

Russ Williams

“I chose to become a monthly donor and join 
the Friends of Tenwek community because of 
all the amazing work happening there. It is 
an honor to be blessed enough to be able to 

support such an amazing organization.”

Jim Loftus

Penny has found several 
creative ways to raise this 
support. For a special 
birthday celebration, she 
asked guests to make a 
donation to the Faith Fund in 
lieu of gifts. During her last 
trip to Tenwek, Penny visited 
Heshima Children’s Center in Nairobi, a model facility 
that offers multiple services for children with disabilities 
and their families. 

Heshima’s Dignity Designs store sells products hand-
made by the mothers of the children they serve. This 
provides the women with the dignity of work, income, 
and assistance with health care. Penny has purchased 
multiple shipments of colorful beaded bracelets – as 
favors for a birthday party and to re-sell – with all 
proceeds going to the Faith Fund. 

“We believe that God paved the way for us to Tenwek,” 
recalls Penny. “Our experience challenged our views 
of the world and how we can fit into God’s plans at 
Tenwek.” She notes a favorite verse – For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 
2:10). “That reminds me just how great God’s plans are 
for all of us.”

When occupational therapist Penny Hage, MS, OTR/L, 
and her husband, orthopedic surgeon Bill Hage, 
M.D., visited Tenwek, they worked alongside Solomon 
Rop, PT, a dedicated Kenyan physical therapist who 
founded Tenwek’s Special Needs Clinic (SNC). 

The Hages were instrumental in establishing FOT’s 
Faith Fund, which supports SNC operations. They 
have raised critical funds that pay for general therapy 
assessment and treatment, developmental devices, 
wheelchairs, braces, prosthesis, crutches, and special 
seating for Tenwek patients with special needs. 

“I’ve often heard, ‘A picture is worth 
a thousand words.’ Whenever I receive 
a photo in an email of gratitude from 
Solomon, it continues to inspire me to 
support the work of the Special Needs 

Clinic. This is direct evidence of God’s grace 
and mercy flowing through this ministry 
at Tenwek. I am incredibly grateful for 

Solomon’s heart and his calling to serve.”

Penny Hage
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OTHER WAYS  
TO GIVE
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GIFTS OF STOCK 
There are several benefits to funding your gift to 
Friends of Tenwek with a gift of publicly-traded 
stocks, bonds, or mutual funds:

• You can receive a charitable tax deduction  
for the full, fair-market value of the asset.

• You avoid capital gains taxes on the  
appreciated value of the asset.

• You keep the cash you might have  
otherwise given.

• None of the asset value is lost to taxes –  
Friends of Tenwek receives the full value  
of the asset. 

• The value of the asset may exceed the  
cash gift you were planning to make – thus 
enabling you to make an even larger gift. 

IRA CHARITABLE 
ROLLOVER
The IRA Charitable Rollover provision allows 
individuals who have reached age 70½ to donate 
some or all of their Required Minimum Distribution 
from an Individual Retirement Account directly to 
a charitable organization like Friends of Tenwek. 
This “qualifying charitable distribution” will not 
be counted as taxable income to you – which 
reduces your tax liability. To make this kind of 
donation, contact the financial institution serving 
as the Trustee for your IRA and ask it to process 
this transaction directly to FOT. (You lose the tax 
benefit if you take the distribution and then make 
the donation.)

LEAVE A LEGACY OF 
HOPE AND PURPOSE
Your support for God’s work at Tenwek Hospital 
can continue through legacy giving. If you have 
created a Will, you can name Friends of Tenwek as 
a beneficiary of a specific amount or percentage 
of your estate. While most assets would be taxable 
if passed to heirs – they are not taxed if the 
beneficiary is a charitable organization. This means 
that 100% of the value of the asset can be used 
by Friends of Tenwek to support the mission and 
work of Tenwek Hospital.

Without a Will, you also can bequeath certain  
assets to Friends of Tenwek by designating it as  
a beneficiary of the policy or account.

• You can designate Friends of Tenwek as  
the primary or contingent beneficiary of a  
life insurance policy.

• You can designate all or a specific percentage 
of the remaining balance of an insurance 
annuity to Friends of Tenwek.

• You can designate Friends of Tenwek as  
the beneficiary of all or part of the balance 
of an IRA, 401(k), or other qualified 
retirement plan.

• The balances of many common financial 
accounts – checking, savings, money 
market, certificates of deposit and U.S. 
savings bonds – can be passed directly to 
Friends of Tenwek outside of a Will, through  
a “payable on death” designation.

To make or change a beneficiary designation for 
any of the accounts listed here, contact the financial 
institution or insurance company that holds the 
assets. Any beneficiary designation can be modified  
If your circumstances change.

As you consider legacy giving, you want the 
peace of mind that comes from knowing you 
have provided for your family. You can do this 
by naming family members as the primary 
beneficiaries of a particular asset and Friends of 
Tenwek as the secondary or contingent beneficiary. 
We will receive the gift only if your primary 
beneficiaries predecease you.

If you decide to name Friends of Tenwek as 
a beneficiary, please remember to notify 
us of your intention. Even if you prefer no 
public acknowledgement, we want to privately 
acknowledge your generosity and thoughtfulness.

To discuss a noncash gift of assets, please 
contact Don Hoover or Janie Leland at info@
friendsoftenwek.org.  

The information presented here is not intended  
as legal or tax advice. For legal or tax advice,  
please consult an attorney or financial advisor.
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DESIGNATION OF GIFTS POLICY

Friends of Tenwek Inc. (FOT) sets meaningful and achievable fundraising goals  
in support of Tenwek Hospital. When the gifts received for a designated project 
or program exceed the identified need or fall so short that the project cannot be 
fulfilled, the FOT Board of Directors will use its discretion to redirect the funds to 
another, similar area of need at Tenwek Hospital.

Friends of Tenwek is accredited by the Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability. This designation affirms our commitment 
to the highest standards of financial integrity and Christian ethics. 

Tenwek Hospital is a Christian community committed to  
excellence in compassionate healthcare, spiritual ministry,  

and training for service to the glory of God.

Friends of Tenwek Inc. 
1132 Greenbridge Drive 

Matthews, NC 28105
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Friends of Tenwek is an independent 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable 
organization. We are committed to advancing the mission of Tenwek 
Hospital by fostering communication among U.S. physicians who have 
served at Tenwek and by soliciting tax-deductible donations in support  
of Tenwek’s medical, spiritual, and educational objectives. All gifts are  
tax deductible up to the limits of the law. Federal Tax ID #: 45-4817136.

friendsoftenwek.org

SCAN THIS QR CODE  
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE 
CAMERA TO VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AND MAKE  
A DONATION TODAY!
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